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YOGI MATLAB MORE
With Paralympics silver,
Suhas Yathiraj smashes...
Gautam Buddh Nagar (Noida) District Magistrate and shuttler Suhas
Yathiraj’s Paralympics run culminated
with a silver medal for India on Sunday, with the journey also earning him
a place in the annals of Indian Administrative Service (IAS)...

p38

E-mail editor.ncrlife@gmail.com
Website: www.ncrlife.in

p34

Printed, published and Edited by Gyanesh
Srivastava.
Place of Publication B26, 2nd floor, Joshi
Colony, I.P. Ext. Patparganj, Delhi-92. Printed
at Divya offset printers, B-1422, New Ashok
Nagar, Delhi 110096. Reproduction or translation in any language in whole or in part without
permission is prohibited. Requests for permission should be directed to India One Network
Pvt. Ltd. Opinions carried in NCR life are the
writers and not necessarily endorsed by India
One Network Pvt. Ltd. The publisher assumes
no responsibility for the return of un solicited
material or for material lost or dam aged in transit. All correspondence should be addressed to
India One Network Pvt. Ltd. 206, 2nd Floor,
Aditya Plaza -2, Near Wave Cinema,
Kaushambi, Ghaziabad U.P. 201010.

p28
India’s city of digital Dacoit
In the present tech age technology has become an integral part
of our day- to-day life, specially in
NCR or metro city...

Hindu Nationalism...
This ‘big book’ written by
Christophe Jaffrelot runs into
639 pages in the e-version. Each
page bears witness to...

U

Gyanesh Srivastava
Editor
editor.ncrlife@gmail.com

P’s Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath wants to see
Noida, adjoining national capital Delhi, as the
"most planned city" in Uttar Pradesh and is
working towards this end, the state government said.
Noida and nearby areas in Greater Noida and Jewar
have major industrial projects, and investments worth
thousands of crores are in the pipeline that came during
the current BJP-led regime, it said in an official statement. Citing infrastructure projects like the metro rail
and the proposed airport in Jewar, the film city, Toy
Park, MSME parks, and the medical device park, the
government said Yogi Adityanath focused on the development of Noida with these things in mind. In last four
years major companies like Microsoft, Samsung, Hiranandani, Kent RO, Adani and Aika are setting up
units in this industrial town of GautamBudh Nagar district, while construction of the Noida International Airport and the Film City is likely to start soon. All this has
been possible because of Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath's vision and tireless efforts to achieve his
goals for the state. His progressive industrial policies
and supportive schemes are bringing in more and more
investments to the state.
Besides these, HCL, Google and TCS have already
established themselves in Noida whereas Hiranandani
Group, Netmagic Services, STT Pvt Ltd and Aggarwal
Associate Ltd are in touch with the Uttar Pradesh government to set up their own data centres.
We know, the Yogi government drafted a new IT policy and announced several concessions and relaxations
for the investors. The concessions given under the Electronics Manufacturing Policy-2017, encouraged 30 big
investors to show interest in investing Rs 20,000 crore
in the IT sector.
Apart from the entrepreneurial projects, there are
plans to establish a multi-modal logistics park in the
Dadri area and a transport hub at Bodaki in Greater
Noida, which will be the largest logistics hub of northern India. =
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Development

The first phase of construction of the airport project will
involve capital investment to the tune of approximately
$730.5m. Construction of the project is expected to start in
2021 and the airport will be developed under a public-private
partnership model (PPP). The land acquisition for the airport
has been funded by the State government and Yamuna
Expressway Industrial Development Authority (YEIDA).

N

oida International Greenfield Airport, also known
as Delhi Noida International Airport or Jewar Airport, is
proposed to be built in Jewar,
Greater Noida, in Uttar Pradesh,
India. The proposed airport will
help relieve congestion at the Indira Gandhi International Airport
(IGI) and serve the fast-developing
industrial region between Delhi
and Agra.It is expected to increase
demand for commercial and residential projects and hotels in the
region, while also boosting the realestate sector. The Noida International Greenfield Airport is located
approximately 72km away from
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Indira Gandhi International Airport, and 40km from Noida,
Ghaziabad, and Faridabad.Located around 80km south of
Delhi, the new airport will be connected to tourist destinations such
as Vrindavan, Mathura and Agra
by Yamuna Expressway.
Meanwhile, Greater Noida Industrial Development Authority
area in Gautam Buddha Nagar district, which is known as the ‘show
window’ of Uttar Pradesh, has attracted a record investment of Rs
26,530 crore in the last four-and-ahalf years, due to the investorfriendly policies of the Yogi
Adityanath government.
The first phase of construction
of the airport project will involve
capital investment to the tune of
approximately $730.5m.Construction of the project is expected to
start in 2021 and the airport will be
developed under a public-private
partnership model (PPP). The
land acquisition for the airport has
been funded by the State government and Yamuna Expressway Industrial Development Authority
(YEIDA). YEIDA is the nodal authority for the proposed airport.
A shareholder agreement was
also signed between the airport developer company, Zurich Airport
International (AG), Yamuna International Airport Pvt. Ltd and
NIAL. The foundation stone for
the airport will most likely be laid
by Prime Minister NarendraModi
in August. It will be the state’s
eighth airport when it is completed
in 2024.

The construction work of ‘Noida
International Airport, Jewar, one
of the largest in the world’, according to the government, will start
soon.In a programme organised at
the chief minister CM Yogi said,
"In the last four years, there has
been a lot of development in the
field of civil aviation in UP. In
2017, only four airports were functional in UP, today eight of them
are airports are. Before 2017, we
had just 25 destinations from Lucknow, Varanasi, Gorakhpur and
Agra; today, that service has expanded to 3 times more destinations. Not only this, our work on
the Kushinagar international airport is almost complete and it will
start for international flights any
time now.”
No doubt , as of 2017, only four
airports were functional in Uttar
Pradesh. Among them only Lucknow and Varanasi were regular.
The rest were seldom flights from
Gorakhpur and Agra. Today, eight
airports are functional inside the
state.

Need for the new airport
IGI airport is anticipated to
reach its saturation point by 2024,
with the passenger count expected
to cross the 100 million mark in
the coming years.
Growing demand and passenger
traffic create the need for a second
airport in NCR. The proposed airport will handle 80 million passengers upon its commissioning in
2022-23.

Noida International Airport
design and features
Spanning 5,000ha, the new international airport will be built with
up to eight runways, making it the
biggest airport in the country. The
design proposal includes an internal landscape courtyard deep
within the terminal plan for improved ventilation and daylight.
The exterior design will include
a new landscaped forecourt, providing a regional destination for the
public, staff, and passengers. Designed with Swiss technology, the
Jewar airport will serve the Western UP pockets and the neighbouring states of Haryana,
Uttarakhand, and Rajasthan.
The new airport aims to achieve
Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) Gold
standard certification and carbon
net-zero operations.

Construction
The airport will be built in four
phases. The first phase will include
two runways and allow the diversion of a portion of the IGI airport’s passenger traffic to the new
international airport at Jewar.
The Noida International Greenfield Airport will be able to handle
12 million passengers once the first
phase is operational by 2022-23.
The second phase will include two
additional runways to increase the
airport’s traffic handling capacity,
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while the remaining runways will Zürich in January 2020. A consorbe developed in subsequent tium of Haptic Architects, Nordic,
Grimshaw and STUP was selected
phases.
for the airport design, while PwC
was appointed to prepare the
Key players involved
techno-economic
feasibility
(TeFR)
study
for
the
project.
YaSwiss airport operator Flughafen
Zürich signed a concession agree- muna Expressway Industrial Dement with the Uttar Pradesh Gov- velopment Authority (YEIDA)
ernment for the new airport in was the nodal authority for the airOctober 2020. It is responsible for port project until Noida Internathe construction and management tional airport limited (NIAL) was
appointed to supervise the airport
of the new greenfield airport.
Yamuna International Airport development work. NIAL’s reLtd (YIAL) was formed as a spe- sponsibilities include the developland
acquisition,
cial purpose vehicle by Flughafen ment,
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maintenance and all other activities related
to the airport. Noida: The foundation
stone for Noida's proposed Jewar airport,
known to be Prime Minister NarendraModi's dream project, will be laid next
month. After this event, development work
for this airport would begin at top gear.
According to NandGopal Gupta, Cabinet Minister of the Civil Aviation Department of Uttar Pradesh, the proposed Jewar
airport will be the largest airport not only
in the country but also in all of Asia. The
foundation stone would be laid by PM
NarendraModi. The date for this event is
yet to be finalised, which would depend on
the PM's schedule for the month of September. UP CM Yogi Adityanath and
Union Civil Aviation Minister JyotiradityaScindia will also be present at the foundation stone laying ceremony. Gupta also
said that the aviation services have developed a lot in UP under the leadership of
CM Yogi Adityanath. "UP has now become a premier state in the nation, when
it comes to aviation services. The number
of air passengers in the state has increased
by more than twice," Gupta told ABP
News adding that the entire world would
admire the grandeur and technological advancement of Jewar Airport when it is unveiled. Further hitting out at the
Opposition, Gupta said Jewar Airport was
always considered as an election issue
when Samajwadi Party or BSP was in
power. "The issue was bought forward by
these parties only when elections were
around the corner. BJP has eliminated all
hurdles that lay in the way of Jewar Airport's construction. The required land has
been completely acquired and handed
over to the respective development contractor," the minister added further.=
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Set up electronic
park in 250 acres

T

he Uttar Pradesh government will set up an electronic
park in the Yamuna Expressway Industrial Development
Authority (Yeida) area that is expected to attract an investment of Rs 50,000 crore, according to Yeida CEO Arun Veer
Singh. The official said that the growing interest in Uttar Pradesh
among electronic industry giants due to “investor-friendly” policies has prompted the government to develop the Electronic
Park. Singh said that the Park is likely to be developed in an area
of 250 acres either in Sector 14, or Sector 10 of Yeida near Jewar
Airport. “National and international companies making mobile
phones, TVs and other electronic goods will establish their units
in the park. The investors are impressed by the State Government’s policies to promote electronics industry,” he added.
The decision to build an electronic park comes weeks after the
Uttar Pradesh government announced a sprawling medical device
park in Noida. Yeida has earmarked 350 acres of land for the
first medical device park in Uttar Pradesh that will be built in two
phases. The park is expected to offer employment to more than
20,000 people.
Apart from medical device park and electronic park, Jewar Airport, Film City, Toy Park and Leather Park are also some of the
ambitious projects announced by the Uttar Pradesh government.
The government has claimed that Toy Park and Leather Park
will provide employment to over 10,000 people.
Since the decision to set up Jewar Airport in the Yeida area,
about 1,942 investors have been allotted land to establish their
units, according to the state government. The industrialists are expected to invest Rs.17,272.74 crore to set up their factories and
will employ more than 2.65 lakh people. Yeida area, which will
be built in two phases, covers about 2,689 square kilometres
falling into six districts.

COVER STORY
403 crore. The factories being set
up at the park will provide permanent employment to 22,144 people. According to YEIDA officials,
entrepreneurs working in handicrafts sector are excited about the
first handicraft park of the state.
Prominent among the 76 investors
at the park includes Vikas Exports,
which deals in wood, metal and
marble works. Vikas Exports has
been allotted 5,000 square metres
of land to set up its venture. Similarly, land has been allotted to The
Silk Factory, Rateria Exports,
Narayan Creation, Wazir Chand
& Co, Dux India Industries Pvt
Ltd, Dwar Footwear Industries
and Specialist Home Concepts.
The maiden handicrafts park of

COVER STORY

UP government’s first handicrafts
park near Jewar airport attracts
investment of Rs 403 crore
The park will be similar to the Hunar Haat organised in Delhi, which is
attended by over 600 artisans and craftsmen from across states and union
territories displaying indigenous products. People buy these products to
decorate their homes and for other purposes.

T

he Yamuna Expressway Industrial Develop- the Uttar Pradesh near the upcoming Jewar airport.
ment Authority (YEIDA) has allotted land to The park spread over an area of 50 acres will have
76 industrialists at the first handicrafts park of factories by these companies at the investment of Rs
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UP will feature workshops, factories and outlets making, showcasing and selling the wide ranging
handicrafts of the state to the domestic and global visitors, aiming
at conserving the traditional crafts,
providing employment to thousands of artisans of the state and
boosting the handicrafts sector’s
contribution to the state’s economy. While on the one hand, the
park will enable people to get all
famous handicrafts of UP under
the same roof, on the other it will
provide a huge market for these
products, boosting UP’s handicrafts business. It will facilitate export of UP’s handicrafts to
different countries of the world.
People living in Delhi and Noida

will also be able to easily find handicrafts of Lucknow, Meerut,
Bareilly,
Firozabad,
Agra,
Varanasi, Chandauli, Gorakhpur,
Allahabad, Pratapgarh, Azamgarh,
Mirzapur and Jhansi and Lalitpur.
According to officials, this park
near Jewar airport willl feature
handicrafts from all over the country and soon become the most
prominent place for artisans and
craftsmen.The park will be similar
to the Hunar Haat organised in
Delhi, which is attended by over
600 artisans and craftsmen from
across states and union territories
displaying indigenous products.
People buy these products to decorate their homes and for other
purposes.

UP govt approves Rs 6,000-crore
DPR for upcoming Film City

T

he Uttar Pradesh government approved a detailed
project report (DPR) for
the upcoming international airport in Greater Noida's Jewar on
Thursday. The construction of
India's largest film metropolis, estimated to cost Rs 6000 crore, is
slated to commence soon.
"This Film City will give a fair
chance to artists belonging to the
northern part of the country. It
will directly employ over 15,000
people. The industry will provide
a living for over a lakh people
who reside nearby,” said Dhirendra Singh, MLA from Greater
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Noida's Jewar assembly constituency. "The DPR of Rs 6,000
crore has been approved by the
state government and 1000 acres
of land has been allocated for the
construction of the project. It has

excellent connectivity via the Taj
and Lucknow Expressways, as
well as an upcoming international
airport in Jewar,” Dhirendra
Singh said. Meanwhile, the project's construction will commence
as soon as the government files a
Request for Proposal (RFP) and
selects a vendor. “With assembly
elections just around the corner,
the state BJP government is considering launching all developmental projects as soon as
possible. An RFP for the construction of Film City will be
launched soon,” said Dhirendra
Singh.

Textile park

Noida airport region drew Rs 7,617 cr
in investments amid pandemic: Official

T

he Yamuna Expressway
Industrial Development
Authority (YEIDA) in
India’s Uttar Pradesh state is
planning to set up a textile park
near the upcoming Jewar airport
in Gautam Buddha Nagar district,
according to the authority, which
recently held meetings with
Noida Apparel Export Cluster
(NAEC) and agreed to allot a
200-acre plot to 100 textile businesses. The textile park is expected to be ready in three years.
Gautam Budh Nagar district is
known for readymade garments
(RMG). Land for the proposed
textile park will be allotted in a
few days and the park will create

N

employment nearly 5 lakh people, 90 per cent of the workers
being women, a top Indian English-language daily quoted
YEIDA CEO Arunveer Singh as
saying. According to NAEC president Lalit Thukral, the textile-ap-

parel industry in Noida-Greater
Noida area annually exports
RMG worth ₹14,000 crore. As
land in Noida and Greater Noida
is expensive, Jewar is an ideal option for businessmen, he said.
(DS)

YEIDA wants to expand Jewar airport

T

he YEIDA (Yamuna Expressway Industrial Development Authority) has
chosen PwC (PricewaterhouseCoopers) as consultant to study
whether the upcoming airport at
Jewar in Greater Noida can have
four or six runways. The decision
was taken at a board meeting on
Saturday. Arun Vir Singh, CEO of
YEIDA, said that PwC will conduct a feasibility study to assess the
financial implication of the expan“They have been given four but we want to see the feasibility of
sion.
Jewar airport expansion: PwC months’ time for the study. Cur- four or six runways. No airport in
gets four months to conduct study rently, two runways are proposed, the country has six runways,”

14

September 2021

otwithstanding the Covid19 pandemic, the region
surrounding the upcoming Noida International Airport
has got investments worth Rs 7,617
crore this ongoing fiscal including
those from some “big ticket” Fortune 500 firms, a top government
official said.
From April till December, industrial plots were allotted to 911
companies which are expected to
create 1.91 lakh jobs in this region
in western Uttar Pradesh, Yamuna
Expressway Industrial Development Authority (YEIDA) CEO
Arun Vir Singh told PTI in an inSingh said. Zurich Airports has
been awarded the contract to
build and operate Jewar airport in
Greater Noida, which will act as
a second airport for the capital
city of New Delhi and will take
some load off the IGI (Indira
Gandhi International) Airport.
Zurich Airport will operate the
Jewar airport for a period of 40
years, which includes the construction period of four years.
The UP government has earmarked 5,000 hectares of land in
Jewar for an aviation and transport hub. Around 1,300 hectares
of land will be handed over to
Zurich Airport for the development of airport in the first phase.
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A study carried out by the government recently had said that
the IGI Airport in New Delhi is
set to exhaust its capacity of over
100 million by 2023-24. Under
the light of this finding, it was necessary to have a second airport
that could service the capital city
that sees heavy traffic. Jewar airport is expected to start operations around the same time —
2023-24. The airport is to be developed on a public private partnership model (PPP). According
to the proposed plan, the airport
will handle 5 million passengers
per annum (MPA) initially and
up to 60 MPA after expansion
over 30 years.

terview. Singh, also the CEO of the
Noida International Airport Limited (NIAL), cited the figures as he
asserted that the mega greenfield
project has triggered massive infrastructure development including
road and rail connectivity in Uttar
Pradesh's Jewar region -- around
70 km from the national capital.
Jewar, which falls along the Yamuna Expressway, would be connected to the Eastern Peripheral
Expressway, the Delhi-Mumbai
Expressway and also have a metro
link to Greater Noida besides the
ambitious high-speed DelhiVaranasi Bullet Train having a
stoppage at the Noida airport, he
said.

COVER STORY

Construction work begins at
international airport site in Jewar
A formal foundation stone laying ceremony will also be held at the airport site soon and is
likely to be attended by Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
Uttar Pradesh chief minister Yogi Adityanath.

T

he airport is proposed to
come up on 1,334
hectares over the next four
years under phase 1 of the project.
The Yamuna International Airport Private Limited (YIAPL), the
special purpose vehicle created for
developing the airport, confirmed
the development.
“We have commenced preparatory work at the construction site
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of the airport after getting approvals from all the relevant authorities. We are also thankful to
the UP government in providing
us full support to expedite work at
the airport site,” read a statement
from YIAPL, which is a fullyowned subsidiary of Zurich Airport International, the Swiss
company that won the rights to develop the project last year.

According to officials, the first
phase of the airport will have a capacity to serve 12 million passengers a year. On Monday, the
company began levelling the field
that was once agricultural land,
said Arun Vir Singh, the chief executive officer (CEO) of Noida International Airport Limited (Nial),
which is the Uttar Pradesh government’s nodal agency to implement

the mega project. “We allowed the
company to construct a boundary
wall at the site. Gradually the construction of site office and an air
traffic control building too will
start,” said Singh. Nial has on its
board the Uttar Pradesh government, Noida Authority, the
Greater Noida Authority and the
Yamuna Expressway Industrial
Development Authority (Yeida).
Singh said phase 1 of the project
is scheduled to be completed in 36
months. “The phase 1 the includes
1,334 hectare of land and will commence operations with one runway. Later, more runways will be
added. In each phase, the airport
will expand to serve 70 million passengers by the end of phase 4, subject to passenger growth and
traffic,” he added.
There will be two runways in
phase 1. By the end of phase 4, the
airport is projected to have five
runways and over 5,000 hectares.
Singh said YIAPL had secured
3,725 crore loan from the
State Bank of India (SBI) earlier
this month.
“This amount has now been disbursed to the company for the
construction of the airport,” he
said.
A formal foundation stone laying
ceremony will also be held at the
airport site soon and is likely to be
attended by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Uttar Pradesh
chief minister Yogi Adityanath.
“All preparations for the ceremony are done and it will be held
as soon as we get a final confirma-
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tion from the Prime Minister’s office on the date,” said Dhirendra
Singh, Jewar MLA.Gautam Budh
Nagar District Magistrate Suhas
LY said the commencement of
construction of the airpor was a
matter of pride for the district.

big projects, but the people have
been supportive,” said Suhas.
Officials said the land for first
phase has been acquired from villages Ranhera, Rohi, Parohi,
Kishorpur, Dayanatpur and Banwaribas in Jewar sub-division of

There will be two runways in phase 1. By
the end of phase 4, the airport is projected to have five runways and over
5,000 hectares. Singh said YIAPL had
secured Rs. 3,725 crore loan from the
State Bank of India (SBI) earlier this
month.
“This has only been possible because of the support of nearly
9,000 farmers and local residents
who gave their land for the mega
project. In fact, their rehabilitation
was probably the largest in the
country. Generally, land becomes
a major bone of contention in such

GB Nagar.
The airport is billed to be the
largest in India upon completion
and will be the National Capital
Region’s third, after the Indira
Gandhi International Airport
(IGIA) and Ghaziabad’s Hindon
airport.
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Greater Noida receives record
Rs 26,530 crore investment
Popular Chinese electronics and mobile phone companies Oppo and Vivo are investing in Greater
Noida. Apart from this, companies like Hiranandani Group, Dreamtouch Electronics, Inox Air, Lami
Plastic Manufacturing have bought land from Greater Noida Authority to start their ventures.

G

reater Noida Industrial
Development Authority
area in Gautam Buddha
Nagar district, which is known as
the ‘show window’ of Uttar
Pradesh, has attracted a record investment of Rs 26,530 crore in the
last four-and-a-half years, due to
the investor-friendly policies of the
Yogi Adityanath government.
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Making this claim here on Saturday,
a
state
government
spokesman said that a total of 391
big investors from across the country and abroad had bought land in
Greater Noida to set up their factories, which would provide employment to 71,500 people,
including more than 40 per cent
local youths.

It is worth mentioning here that
even during the ongoing coronavirus pandemic, 46 investors have
bought land from the Greater
Noida Authority to set up their
firms. Investments are rising rapidly as entrepreneurs get increasingly attracted to Greater Noida. In
order to meet the growing demand
of investors, the Greater Noida

Authority is setting up eight new industrial sectors and buying about
900 hectares of land.
According to the officials of the
Greater Noida Authority, the industrial policies of Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath to promote investment in the state are being liked by
investors from both within the
country and abroad. They said due
to the state's progressive information technology and manufacturing
policies, food processing policy
and concessions given to promote
investment in the solar energy sector, many big industrial houses are
queuing up to invest in Uttar
Pradesh.
Popular Chinese electronics and
mobile phone companies Oppo
and Vivo are investing in Greater
Noida. Apart from this, companies
like Hiranandani Group, Dreamtouch Electronics, Inox Air, Lami
Plastic Manufacturing have bought
land from Greater Noida Authority to start their ventures.
According to officials, unlike
other places, Greater Noida has remained absolutely unaffected by
the coronavirus in terms of investments. In the last one year alone,
plots ranging from 40 square
metre to 1,000 square metre have
been allotted to 46 investors in
Greater Noida to set up their units.
These investors will set up a water
plant at a cost of Rs 2,000 crore,
which will employ about 8,200
people. Many other big companies
have also requested the Greater
Noida Authority for land to set up
their firms in Greater Noida.
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According to officials, ever since
the airport at Jewar got the green
signal, the interest of companies in
making investments in Greater
Noida has shot up. In view of all
these facts, an integrated
industrial township is
being built on 750
acres by Integrated
Industrial Township
Greater
Noida Limited
(IITGNL), a
joint venture
between
Greater Noida
Authority
and
Delhi Mumbai Industrial Corridor
(DMIC).
The township will
host five major
companies including Haier Electronics, Forme Mobile,
Satkriti
Infotainment, Chenfeng (LED
company) and J
World Electronics.
Haier Company will
invest Rs 3,069 crore,
Forme Mobile Rs 100
crore, Satkriti Infotainment Rs 235 crore,
Chenfeng (LED) Rs
206 crore and J World
Electronics Rs 100
crore. The units to be
set by these five companies in Greater
Noida will provide permanent employment to
9,225 people.=
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G CAFFE:
AN AGENCY
OF SPIN
DOCTORS
WITH A
DIFFERENCE

GeetanjaliKaul, Founder
& Creative Director, G
Caffe in less than three
years has transformed a
passion into full-fledged
business venture with a
clientele of over 75.
Born and brought up in
Delhi-NCR, married to
an actor in Mumbai,
Geetanjali has
transformed many
businesses and
individuals into
successful brands. Her
rendezvous with
1stperson.
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Q. What did steer you to
start G Caffe?
G Caffe is a natural corollary of my
passion towards looking at the world
through a different convention. When
I started a blogging site, I was convinced that a brand cannot be created
in a vacuum. You need a narrative and a
great deal of presentation appealing to
your target audience. People love to consume good stories that spin off their aspirational narcissism. Brands are developed over a
period when a critical mass of people relate themselves with a product and feel incomplete without
that. G Caffe is creating that magic for
individuals and businesses.

Q. How do you differentiate branding for a person
and a business?

stitched into
the fabric of brand narratives.
I person ally interact with
clients and delve deeper into
their pain points and suggest
several solutions to them.
Of course, the most preferred one gets onboarded
into the scheme of branding.

Personal branding is
the most complex affair
in a world packed with zillions of idealisms. You
need to understand several
dimensions of the personalQ. What are your
ity and, equally unequivocally,
other interest areas and
you must work on several grey
what’s your message for
areas for transforming a soul into a
the world?
physical being. On the contrary, the business branding hinges on the well-defined parameters
I love to socialise, travel, read books, and watch
set by the company. You have the wireframe with movies. Life is precious. You don’t know what’s your
you. You build on the application on top of it.
next birth. For me, one life is enough to experience
this world to the fullest. You just need an intent.
Open your heart and embrace the beautiful things of
Q. What makes you stand out from
this world. I am sure you can reach salvation when
other agencies?
We are primarily not run of the mill. From concep- you have no unfinished agenda. Enjoy every day with
tualisation to delivery, we continuously interact with zeal and zest.
NCR life and 1stperson content synergy.=
the client on an agile mode and capture client’s vision
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Proposed UP film city project in
Greater Noida gets nod for
hybrid model of development

The UP government, sources said, had suggested that the
project be developed in two phases, while the YEIDA will
provide all amenities and infrastructure.

A
g
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Mamta Tripathi
Lucknow

major milestone on the construction of the film city project
was achieved on Wednesday as
the Uttar Pradesh government put its
seal on the detailed project report
(DPR) proposal to go for a hybrid
model of its development in Greater
Noida, said senior government officials.
The model will see the Yamuna Ex-
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pressway Industrial Development Authority (YEIDA) hold equity in the project through its contribution of nearly
1,000 acres of land in Sector 21 of Gautam Budh Nagar, while the concessionaire, that will develop and run the Film
City, will pay the state government Rs
100 crore-a-year after a 10-year moratorium and offer a share of its revenue to

6500 crore
will be required to develop
the first phase
the YEIDA, said the officials. However, a global tender to hire the
agency will soon be floated by
YEIDA, said the sources.
The film city is proposed to come
up along the 165-km Yamuna Expressway. The project, with an aim
to match the international standards
of filmmaking, will encourage all
phases of film production and offer
various amusements to the public.
The official sources said that the
DPR suggested three models for
the development of the project -one model had the developer giving
a certain amount of rent to the state
and YEIDA, the second had the
developer giving a stake in the project to both the state and YEIDA,
while the third had the developer
giving a share of its profits to the
government annually. Officials said
that the government eventually settled for a model incorporating features from all three models. The
UP government, sources said, had
suggested that the project be developed in two phases, while the
YEIDA will provide all amenities
and infrastructure. According to
YEIDA CEO Arun Vir Singh, the
help of an international agency
would be taken to prepare a Request for Proposal (RFP) document
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989 crore
to select the company that will develop the project. YEIDA had
made a presentation of the DPR to
the state government on August 12.
As per the estimates prepared by
the consultant, over Rs 6,500 crore
will be required to develop the first
phase of the ambitious project. The
sources said that as per the DPR,
film studios in the project would require an investment of Rs 1,513
crore, retail mall Rs 989 crore, the
film institute Rs 914 crore, infrastructure development Rs 842
crore, hotels & restaurants will require Rs 532 crore, amusement
park Rs 378 crore, residential enclave Rs 307 crore, office space Rs
277 crore, among others.
According to officials, the DPR
has suggested an amusement park
spread over 120 acres, commercial
development on 40 acres, 34 acres
should be earmarked for retail
space, 21 acres for five-star hotels,
740 acres for film facilities, 40 acres
for residential usage of people engaged in film productions and 40
acres for setting up film institutions.
In fact, CBRE, a firm, was hired as
a consultant to prepare the DPR by
YEIDA in January this year.=
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Migration support centre to come
up in Gautam Buddha Nagar

L

UCKNOW The state
government has set a
target of imparting training to three lakh youths in the
next six months under its Skill
Development Mission, provide
Covid management training to
41000 youths and set up a migration support centre in Gautam Buddha Nagar.
KapilDevAgarwal, state minister for vocational education and
skill development, on Tuesday,
informed that the government
has also set a target of providing
jobs to 51000 youths who received training in Industrial
Training Institutes (ITIs).“For
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41000

youths and set up a migration support centre in Gautam Buddha Nagar

the next six months, the state
government has set a target to
train three lakh youths under its
skill development mission,”
Agarwal told media persons on
Tuesday while sharing details
about priorities of his department for the next six months.
“We have also set a target of
imparting training to 40,000
youths in MSMEs in the next
six months. These trainees
will also be given stipend of
Rs. 7,000 per month,” said
the minister. Agarwal informed that chief minister
Yogi Adityanath would inaugurate 16 ITIs.=
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JAMTARA

India’s city of digital Dacoit
g
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Deoghar, Jharkhand
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I

n the present tech age technology has become an integral part of
our day- to-day life, specially in NCR or metro city.Easy availability
of high speed internet has made it more comfortable and approachable.With a simple click of a button we can easily tread into
any corner of the globe within a few second.With the help of internet
millions of electronic devices can easily be connected to each other.With
this rapid technological advancement and inception of Digital India most
of our daily routine activities are getting digitalized. From educational
assignments to banking transactions, general shopping to other business
activities all operated through internet. This incredible dependency on
internet and rise of digitisation has created a new space for Cyber crimes.
Cyber fraudsters are now misusing this route through unethical hacking

and easily sneaking into our personal domain. Now this has become a big challenge for local
police as well as other law enforcing agencies to curb their activities.
Although cyber security has now
taken a shape of global threat and
a valid way out are being discussed
at many international foray. On
the other hand in India Jamtara
and Deoghar districts of Jharkhand has become a new cyber hub
for cyber criminals and this is rapidly posing big threat to the internet users at national level. Mostly
tribal dominated these two small
cities of Jharkhand have become
hinterland
of
all
cyber
activities.More than fifty per cent
of cyber crimes in India have their
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To have a perfect grip
on the cyber
fraudulent activities
both Deoghar and
Jamtara district police
have created an
specific police station
to have a close vigil on
their activities and
complains can be
lodged against them.
link with these two cities of Jharkhand.Police of almost all the states
of India has come over here tracing final link of cyber fraud.Only
in Deoghar district more than fif-

teen hundred such cyber criminals
have been arrested so far by the
local police and sent to jail.But still
there is no relief from this menace.Most of the cyber criminals of
this locality are in their teens or in
early 20's.Unemloyment and getting easy money through dirty
tricks lured these youth to enter in
the world of cyber crime.For committing cyber fraud they generally
gather at a lonely place preferably
in the out skirts of city so that they
can easily skip if police conducts a
raide.They first gather database of
mobile numbers of people from
different parts of India and starts
calling them posing as bank manager.Through this trick of impersonation,they manage the victims

to share their bank account numbers and details of cards and then
use the information to move the
amount to their account.Fraudently victims are taken into confidence and told that their ATM
cards have been blocked and that
if it is not renewed it will be deactivated.They get in this way 16-digit
card number and it's details.In the
mean time while on the call one of
them feeds this information in an
e-wallet including the CVV(Card
Verification Value) date of the
card.Then they tell the victims to
share an OTP message
they would be receiving from the
bank,which is

essential for the fraudsters to transfer money from the victims account to an e-wallet such as
Paytmetc.This e-wallet is already
linked with a bank account opened
only for this purpose.It's mostly a
fake bank account opened with
fraud KYC document. To have a
perfect grip on the cyber
fraudulent activities both Deoghar
and Jamtara district police have
created an specific police station to
have a close vigil on their activities
and complains can be lodged
against them.Even then cyber
crime graph has not shown a
declining trend.Only two
d a y s

earlier UP and Maharashtra police
had come to Deoghar tracking a
link of cyber fraudsters. Ironically
in spite of large number of arrests
and recovery of large number of
mobile phones,Sim cards ATM
cards, chequebooks, pass books,
laptops two wheeler,four wheelers
and heavy recovery in terms of
cash amount, their activities are
still to be nailed.Only in Deoghar
district large number of cyber
criminals have been nabbed under
different police stations and their
properties have been confiscated
and some serious cases referred to
ED and their immovable
properties have been
attached,but it
hardly made any impact on cyber
crimegraph. Legal expert blames
rather liberal existing law against
cyber crimes that inhibits their
conviction.In absence of strict law
against cyber crime, fraudsters are
at the advantage says Suman
Kumar a
senior lawyer at
Deogharcourt. According to him
due to lack of proper complainant
and solid evidence, the cyber
criminals get bailed out easily.To
regulate such activities that violet
the legitimate rights of an internet
user, the Indian government has
the Information Technology
Act,2000.Some of the sections of
this Act empowers internet users
to safeguard their cyber space.
Different sections of Indian Penal
Code(IPC) has also some relevant
provisions to penalise number of
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cyber crimes.But again due to lack
of individual complaint and
supporting evidence the fraudsters
get bailed out and starts fishing for
a new victims.
It is evident from the fact that
only 6 cyber fraudsters have so far

been convicted in Deoghar.But
this is not the end of the story,a
new beginning is required to be
initiated with more stringent and
strict law for relieving the society
from the
horror of cyber
crimes.=
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UTTAR PRADESH

DELHI

Zero tolerance towards crime,
criminals frees UP from goonda raj

A

fter assuming office in
Uttar Pradesh, Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath declared his intention of making the
state crime-free and has been continuously working towards achieving this goal.
The Yogi government in its fourand-half years’ rule has seized or
razed properties worth over Rs
1,800 crore belonging to criminals
and gangsters. More than 150
criminals have been killed and
over 2,800 injured in encounters
with the Uttar Pradesh Police since 2017.
Giving these details here on Sunday evening, a
government
spokesman
claimed that the
manner in which
the
government
and police have
curbed crime and ‘mafia
raj’ remains exemplary for
other states.
So far, more than 3,700 accused
have been arrested under the
Gangster Act in UP and more than
550 accused have been prosecuted
under the National Security Act.
Strict actions have been taken
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AAP Govt to transform
lakes into tourist spots

T

against notorious
criminals,
their associates, and the
mafia on the orders
of the state government.
The spokesman said that in
order to strengthen the law and
order situation, over 1.38 lakh policemen have been appointed in
the state with complete transparency and women help desks
and 213 new police stations have

been set up in all 1535 police stations.Ensuring the safety, security
and dignity of the women, the Yogi
government, under Mission Shakti
campaign, has made a record by
taking immediate action on crimes
related to women. The Yogi government has not only fulfilled the
promise to eliminate ‘goonda raj’
from the state but has also put all
the mafioso and criminals like
Mukhtar Ansari and Atiq Ahmed
behind the bars, the official
claimed.=

he Delhi Government will
transform lakes into
tourist spots. Water Minister Satyendar Jain on Thursday
chaired a review meeting of all the
projects regarding water body and
lake rejuvenation.
Jain said, “The city Government
is using sustainable methods for
lake revival and is working towards
giving a pleasant look to its water
bodies besides reviving them by
using native plant species to rejuvenate the ecosystem.” He directed the officials associated with
projects and said there should be
no delays in the work due to improper inter-departmental coordination and gave the deadline of
two years to the officials to complete the revival and rejuvenation
work of all the 22 lakes and 200
water bodies. “The lakes should
remain filled with clean water
throughout the year. It should be
ensured that maximum groundwater is recharged through these
water bodies. Sludge and solid
waste should be cleaned and the
ecosystem should be rejuvenated.
The lakes should be developed as
public spaces with proper landscaping,” the Aam Aadmi Party
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(AAP) leader said. After discussing this with senior officials,
Jain further said, “To achieve the
target of rejuvenations of lake on
time, the Delhi Government will
take the help of experts. The landscape of the lakes should be transformed in such a way that they
become the centre of attraction for
people and be on the map of every
tourist across the world.”
He also instructed the officials to
create additional recharge wells
near water bodies and lakes to increase their water recharging capacity. He further instructed that
drains carrying clean rainwater
should be connected to nearby
water bodies and lakes. The Delhi
Jal Board (DJB) is working on 45
water bodies and is expected to

complete its work by the end of
this year. These were the most difficult water bodies to handle as
they were receiving direct sewage
from nearby areas. To tackle this,
Decentralised Sewage Treatment
Plants (D-STPs) are being deployed on the site-specific requirement. In the rejuvenation of 22
lakes and green areas, the DJB is
using recycled water which will be
sourced either from new Sewage
Treatment Plants (STPs) or existing STPs. To expedite the work, the
Water Minister divided responsibilities between two engineering departments of the Delhi Government
which will be involved in the whole
rejuvenation work. The DJB will ensure that lakes and water bodies receive water throughout the year in
the form of recycled water from
STPs while the Irrigation and Flood
Control Department will work on
the landscaping and creating public
space.
“The rejuvenation of
Timarpur Oxidation Lake and Rohini Lake are two of our important
projects. These lakes should be
transformed as per the expectations
and the officials should work hard to
make the plan come alive,” he
added.=
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Book Review

the Modi government
dispensed with the
welfare state. Scholars
term the alternative as
the ‘entrepreneurial
state’. People need not
look to the state for
employment, they have
to look out for
themselves, even if they
have to sell pakodas to
do so. The UPA-I
government had enacted
a number of policies
granting social rights to
the people.

Modi’s India :

Hindu Nationalism and The
Rise of Ethnic Democracy

T

his ‘big book’ written by
Christophe Jaffrelot runs
into 639 pages in the e-version. Each page bears witness to
painstaking research and meticu-

34

September 2021

lous documentation. The work
covers practically every issue in Indian politics since the time Prime
Minister NarendraModi rose to
prominence in his home state, Gu-

jarat. The 2014 general elections
offered him a national platform to
try out the political and electoral
strategy he had adopted in the
state, and to market the much dis-

puted ‘Gujarat model of development’.
In the first of the three parts of
the book, Jaffrelot analyses the
strategies Modi deployed to win
power. His fiery rhetoric and
provocative vocabulary, a personalised style of communication, and
uninhibited criticism of rivals, particularly of Congress leaders, as dynastic, elitist, corrupt and
ineffective, fetched him electoral
success in the 2014 and 2019 general elections. Commentators
began to speak of him as the
newest populist in the game.
The only other Indian prime
minister who could be called a
populist was Indira Gandhi. Dismantling the famed coalitional organisation of the Congress party,
she created a national constituency
in 1971. Opponents acclaimed
her, supporters fell at her feet, and
regional elites that were at one
point the USP of the Congress system were rendered irrelevant.
From a coalition of diverse interests, the party was transformed into
a durbar.
Something similar happened
when Modi acquired prominence
in Gujarat, suggests Jaffrelot. The
disciplined cadre-based Hindutva
organisation, the RSS, used to believe that the leader should be subordinated to the collective. Within
a short period of time, the organisation accepted Modi’s style of
leader-oriented politics. He created a parallel support system peopled by modern, jeans-clad young
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women and men, many of whom
had come back after a stint in a foreign university. They manned the
formidable IT apparatus of the
party, kept in touch with swings of
public opinion, and proscribed
any sort of criticism of Modi and
his politics.
The prime minister, suggests
Jaffrelot, appeals to the electorate
because he straddles the worlds
of tradition and that of modernity. The point is worth noting.
Recollect with what ease
Modi presided over elaborate
religious rituals on the inauguration of the Ayodhya temple and
the rebuilding of Lutyens Delhi.
He takes an equally keen interest
in technology, from the smart
phone to social media to space and
the moon. He was the first politician to grasp the power of social
media. He was also the first politician to identify and reach out to aspirational but discontented ‘angry
young men’ and non-Yadav OBCs
as politically significant groups.
Both sections had felt shortchanged because the benefits provided by a liberalised India
continued to elude them.
Modi’s project was more ambitious; he sought to neutralise
caste cleavages because these
threatened his dream project of a
unified Hindu nation. This dimension of his politics, argues Jaffrelot,
added a new string to the populist
bow, of ’nationalist populism’.
Most populists come to power by
attacking the establishment as cor-

rupt and
non-per-

forming, by
demolishing
intermediary
institutions
such as the
media and
civil society
organi-

sations, and by establishing a direct
relationship with the people.
Above all, they mobilise majority
opinion against the minorities, immigrants and sections of society
that, it is held, do not ‘belong’.
Modi, argues Jaffrelot, added a
fourth dimension to populism, that
of creating a Hindu nation. The
minorities have been put in their
place. Ethnic democracy has been
institutionalised in the country.
Finally, the Modi government
dispensed with the welfare state.
Scholars term the alternative as the
‘entrepreneurial state’. People
need not look to the state for employment, they have to look out
for themselves, even if they have to
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sell pakodas to do so. The UPA-I
government had enacted a number
of policies granting social rights to
the people. Under the current
regime, the poor are handed over
some benefits, such as gas connections without increasingly unaffordable gas cylinders, construction of
public toilets many of which lie
dormant because of water shortages, and some housing. These are
given to citizens as a matter of social policy, or even as a gift from
the prime minister, not as social
rights. All this takes place in the
name of protecting the dignity of
the poor.
In sum, Jaffrelot suggests that
Modi changed the rules of the po-

litical game. He challenged the belief that Indian politics would always be pushed to a centrist
position by electoral competition
and by institutions. The capacity of
the BJP to acquire a majority in the
LokSabha on its own, we may add,
also disproved the thesis that the
future of India lay in coalitional
politics.
Whether Modi’s capture of
power has benefited the constituency of the BJP remains an
unresolved question; the jury is still
out on this. In 2020, millions of
migrant workers began to walk to
their villages after the country was
locked down. They had nothing to
show for their unceasing labour in

the service of an ‘Atmanirbhar
Bharat’ except the bundle of meagre belongings they carried on
their head along with calloused
and bleeding feet, and throats
parched for want of water. The
summer of 2021 brought more
tragedies – people died gasping for
oxygen on the streets of the oxygen-starved capital city; families
could not give their loved one a decent funeral because crematoriums
and burial grounds were booked
for days; little babies were orphaned; entire households were
wiped out; and misery stalked
every street of the country. The
government was spectacularly absent from the scene. Jaffrelot
points out that despite grandiose
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self-representations of the government, millions of Indians remain
mired in poverty, inequality and
deprivation. They are denied access to basic necessities even
though schemes for their betterment have ben inaugurated with
great fanfare by the current government.
Jaffrelot tells us a story of a politician who succeeded in capturing
and monopolising the highest echelons of power, and thus inaugurating the rule of a new Lutyens Delhi
elite. And he does it very well. His
study is so exhaustive that sometimes the reader misses the wood
for the trees. Very often we are left
wondering what the causal relationship between factor x, y or z is.
But no matter; it is a good read
and we can always make the connection between these factors ourselves.
Two small points before I conclude this review. One, I wish the
author had consulted someone
knowledgeable before translating
Hindi terms. For instance, on page
43 the slogan used to stereotype
Muslims is ‘hum paanchhamarepachees’. Pachees is not 50
as given in the page, it is 25. On
page 60 Jaffrelot writes that Indians
love the Bollywood image of a
kalanayak or black hero. The
proper term is khalnayak, or the
villainous hero played with such
aplomb by Sanjay Dutt in a 1993
movie of the same name. And on
page 107 India’s celebrated journalist Karan Thapar is turned into
KiranThapar.

Two, though Jaffrelot documents
the
anti-Citizenship
(Amendment) Act movement, he
does not give it the importance it
deserves. Despite the crackdown
on civil society organisations, from
the middle of December 2019 to
early February 2020, we witnessed
an unexpected phenomenon.
Across the country thousands of
people, protesting against a discriminatory law, assembled and
marched in the biting cold. Their
only weapon was the Constitution.
The Constitution and its Preamble
were transformed from a legal document into a political one. From
the end of 2020 till today, lakhs of
farmers across the country have
cornered Delhi, and challenged
laws corporatising agriculture that
were rushed through Parliament.
These are only two instances of
discontent that have been sparked
off in Modi’s India.
No regime is left unquestioned,
no matter how charismatic the
leader might be. For charisma, as
Jaffrelot points out, is morally neutral. Contemporary India gives us
a story of the consolidation of
Hindu nationalism. It also tells a
story of how many citizens distinguish between ‘religion as faith’
and ‘religion as politics’. That is
why over 62% of citizens voted
against the BJP in 2019. Political
history is not only a tale of power,
it is also a tale of resistance to
power, and of contestation of dominant meaning systems. But this is
perhaps another story, for another
book by Christophe Jaffrelot.=
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Suhas, who has an
impairment in one of his
ankles, said he hoped for
the national anthem to
play at the Yoyogi
national stadium but it
was not to be as the gold
medal slipped through his
fingers.

G

autam Buddh Nagar
(Noida) District Magistrate and shuttler Suhas
Yathiraj’s Paralympics run culminated with a silver medal for India
on Sunday, with the journey also
earning him a place in the annals
of Indian Administrative Service
(IAS). The 38-year-old Suhas, who
was outdone by his 23-year-old top
seed French rival Lucas Mazur in

a thriller of a final, became the
only IAS officer to have not only
participated but also won a medal
in the Paralympics. “Congratulations Suhas L Y, IAS, DM G B
Nagar (Noida) for winning the silver medal in men’s singles SL4
para-badminton at Tokyo Paralympics. We and the entire nation
are proud of you,” the IAS Association, a group of serving and re-

With Paralympics silver, Suhas Yathiraj
smashes his way to IAS archives
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tired central administrative officers, tweeted. The Indian Police Service (IPS) Association, too, chipped
in with a congratulatory message for the Karnatakaborn UP cadre IAS officer, who has been at the forefront of the COVID-19 pandemic management in
Gautam Buddh Nagar since end of March 2020. Secretary, Inter-State Council Secretariat of Union Home
Ministry, Sanjeev Gupta also heaped praise on the
2007-batch IAS officer for his achievement.
“Suhas wins hearts. India lose another 63 min
cliffhanger. He led in decider too but change of court
at 11-10 turned the tables. Stupendous achievement
for which nation is proud. Sadly, 2nd seed Tarun too
loses Bronze play off. Avani Lekhara couldn’t make
to the finals in the mixed event,” the senior IAS officer tweeted. ‘I’ve never been so happy and disappointed
at
the
same
time’
Indian
shuttler-cum-bureaucrat Suhas Yathiraj was left with
mixed feelings on Sunday after he ended his Paralympic campaign with a silver medal, saying he has
never felt so happy and disappointed at the same time
in his life.
The 38-year-old Noida District Magistrate produced an entertaining performance before narrowly
going down 21-15 17-21 15-21 to two-time world
champion Lucas Mazur of France in men’s singles
SL4 class summit clash. “Very emotional (moment).
I have never been so happy and so disappointed in
my life at the same time. Most happy because of the
silver medal but most disappointed because I missed
the gold medal by a whisker,” he said after winning
the match in a video message posted by the Paralympic Committee of India. “But destiny gives what I
deserve and probably I deserve silver medal so I am
happy for that at least.” Suhas, who has an impairment in one of his ankles, said he hoped for the national anthem to play at the Yoyogi national stadium
but it was not to be as the gold medal slipped through
his fingers. “Yes, that is what you pray, that is what
you train for, that is what you hope and dream for,”
said the world no 3 in SL4 class singles. “As I said, I
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have never been so disappointed and most happy in
my life, coming so close and yet so far but still winning
a Paralympic medal is not a small feat and I am extremely proud for what I have done in last few days.”
A computer engineer, Suhas became an IAS officer
in 2007 and was at the forefront of the fight against
the COVID-19 pandemic as Noida’s DM. On Sunday, Suhas became the first ever IAS officer to win a
medal at the Paralympics. “For every sportsperson,
there is no higher achievement then Olympic or Paralympic, so this means the world to me,” he said.
Born in Hassan, Karnataka, Suhas had to travel a
lot since his father was a government servant and had
postings at difference places. “I remember my late father because of whom I stand here and got this medal.
There are lot of people, I wish, I remember and
thank because of whom I am here and I could deliver
on a big occasion, extremely happy and proud moment.” Suhas has won five golds, four silver and seven
bronze medals in international competitions in his career so far. He has won gold medals at 2017 BWF
Turkish Para badminton championship in men’s singles and men’s doubles. He also won gold in 2016
Asia championships, besides a bronze at 2018 Asian
Para Games.=
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3 clubs booked for violating
Covid-19 guidelines in city

Haryana’s Asigarh Fort

T

ot everything can be
measured accurately in
terms of a specific value
or price tag. The proud and imposing Asigarh Fort is one such
prime example, nestled along the
eastern bank of the lovely Amti
Lake in Hansi, a town in Haryana.
Asigarh Fort lies just 135 kms away
from New Delhi, along National
Highway 9. It covers a whopping
30 acres, which indicates a possible
value amounting to a staggering
amount!
Asigarh Fort valuation
Take for example, an average
thumb-price of Rs
25,000 per sq yard

he Delhi Police has registered an First Information
Report (FIR) against three
clubs in the national Capital for allegedly violating Covid-19 related
guidelines.
The clubs have been identified
as 'Key Nightclub' in Hotel Samrat,
‘Junkyard Cafe’ and ‘Amplifier
The Club’ in Connaught Place.
According to Deepak Yadav, the
Deputy Commissioner of Police
(DCP), New Delhi district, action
was taken against 'Key Nightclub'
in Hotel Samrat in Chanakyapuri
area after a police control room
(PCR) call was received on August
30 from a person who alleged that
some minors were attending a
party inside the club.
“On reaching the spot, no such
party was seen happening but
many guests present there were either not wearing masks or maintaining social distance. An FIR was
registered against Key Nightclub in
Hotel Samrat on August 30 for violating Covid-19 guidelines and
not maintaining social distancing,”
said the DCP. The manager of the
club was arrested and later released on bail the same day, he
said. Meanwhile, the police have
also registered FIRs against two
other popular joints in Connaught
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Where history comes alive

N

Place for allegedly violating Covidrelated guidelines and serving
hookahs at their outlets.
“An FIR was registered against
the Junkyard Cafe on September
1, while another FIR was registered against Amplifier The Club
in Connaught Place on August 28
for violating COVID-19 guidelines
and serving hookahs. The managers of both the outlets were arrested and later released on bail,”
said a senior police official.

“Both the FIRs were registered
under sections 188 (disobedience
to order duly promulgated by public servant), 269 (negligently doing
any act known to be likely to
spread infection of any disease
dangerous to life) and 270 (malignant act likely to spread infection
of disease dangerous to life) of Indian Penal Code and Epidemic
Diseases Act and COPTA (The
Cigarettes and Other Tobacco
Products Act),” he said.=
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in Hansi along the highway. Considering that 1 acre is 4,840 sq
yards, the 30 acre property works
out to roughly 1,45,200 sq yards.
This translates into a mind-boggling
valuation
of
Rs
3,63,00,00,000

or three hundred and sixty three
crores for the land alone! Consider
the heritage and cultural value of
the property and the structure itself
and this could go up by
leaps

and bounds! Anyhow, this priceless monument was once the epicenter for controlling about 80
forts in its surrounding region. It .
was once one of ancient India’s
most impregnable structures and is
an ASI-safeguarded monument.

Asigarh Fort: Key details

History and legend
The Asigarh Fort or Hansi Fort
has a chequered history of its own.
The excavation of ancient coins
right from the BCE timeline indicate a lengthy history of several settlements along the mound upon
which the fort stands today. It is
believed by historians that the original structure was developed by
Harshavardhana, the iconic emperor or possibly Prabhakaravardhana, his grandfather. They
belonged to the Vardhana or
Pushyabhuti Dynasty. The current
fort seems to have been built with
materials dating back to the previous fort in 7th century CE.
Anangpal Tomar, the former
Tomar King who ruled Delhi, has
a strong connection to the Asigarh
Fort. He may have founded the
current version of the fort while his
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Hansi was an active participant in the liberation war of 1857,
including the Asigarh Fort.
The Cantonment was built here by the British Indian Army
after the surrender of George Thomas to the British Raj in the
year 1803.
Prisoners from the Kuka movement were kept here in the
1880s.
The walls go up to 16 metres or 52 ft high, while being 37 ft or
11 metres thick. The southern end has a large gate which was
added by George Thomas later on.
There are wall carvings which clearly indicate its origin.
The Baradari is the pillared and long structure which has a flat
roof located on the top of the mound.
The Char Qutub Dargah was added after the defeat of Prithviraj Chauhan, within the fort complex.
Ancient coins were found at the Asigarh Fort dating to the period before Christ. Excavations yielded 57 bronze images depicting Jain Tirthankars while the Buddha statue found here
is also well-known.
The Hansi Hoard was found in 1982 including idols from the
Gupta period and also from the 7th to 8th centuries.
The Asigarh Fort is one of the treasured monuments in India
and a must-visit for history and architecture lovers. This is truly
where history comes alive

son set up a factory for manufacturing swords here too. It is thus
known as Asigarh. Swords were exported from here to lands as distant as the Arab countries. Qazi
Sharif Hussain wrote in his Talife-Tajkara-e-Hansi in 1915 that
close to 80 forts were controlled
from Asigarh itself.
Several Tomar kings may have
borne the name of Anangpala and
the Dynasty controlled the Delhi,
Haryana and Asigarh regions
around 1000 CE. However, they
were attacked by Mahmud Ghazni
in 1014. His son Mas’ud I of
Ghazni also mounted an attack in
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1037 CE. The throne was seized
ultimately by Ghazni’s nephew
Mawdud of Ghazni in 1041. Kumarpal Tomar once again captured the Hansi and Thanesar
regions sometime in the 11th century. A new capital may have subsequently been set up at
Mahipalpur or Mahipalapura as it
was known previously.
As per inscriptions found by historians, Hansi was once under the
control of Vigraharaja IV, brother
of the Chauhan Dyanasty’s
Someshvara. Prithviraj Chauhan
made some additions to Asigarh
back in the 12th century. He was

defeated by Mohammed Gauri in
1192. During Aurangzeb’s reign in
1705, Guru Gobind Singh came to
Hansi and Baba Banda Singh Bahadur laid siege to Hansi in 1707.
The fort came under Maratha rule
from 1736.
Maharaja Jassa Singh Ramgarhia
also had the fort under his control
in the 1780s. George Thomas, the
Irish immigrant made Asigarh Fort
his capital between 1798 and 1801.
It was seized by the British East
India Company after 1802 and
they ruled from 1810 actively until
1947. George Thomas rebuilt the
fort in 1798.

www.ncrlife.in

BOLLYWOOD

A glimpse into actor Sonu Sood’s
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ing room.
“My wife and I have collected various Buddha statues,
from our trips to Thailand. We
have used some of them here,
while the others are in our
house in Monga Punjab,” says
Sood, who has acted in Bollywood films, as well as Telugu,
Tamil and Punjabi movies.
Extensive use of glass to make
rooms look spacious
Sood has made extensive use
of glass, to give a feeling of
space – as a partition between
the kitchen and living room and
even as one of the walls of a
bathroom. A rectangular crystal
chandelier adorns the ceiling
above the dining area.
A temple near the dining
area, adds to the calm atmosphere and has an Om inscribed
on a Korean stone.
The wardrobe shutters in the
master bedroom, are also made
of glass. The wooden flooring
makes the room cosy, while a
huge off-white headrest for the
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bed adds elegance to the room.
One space seamlessly merges
with the other.
Sood’s sons, aged six and
12, love football. So, the
wardrobe shutters in their
room, has a huge colourful
print of Portuguese football
player Cristiano Ronaldo, with
the words ‘Aim for your goals’
inscribed on it.
All the rooms’ windows are
dressed in fabric blinds, while
the house also has various lighting options – from hidden lights

and panel lights to task lights, to
create different moods. “I love
my home. It is the best place to
relax in the world, with my wife
and two sons. As I travel a lot, I
value my stay at home. However plush a hotel may be, there
is nothing more cosy and calming, than one’s own home. It is
my personal heaven. My parents have stayed with me here
and I feel blessed. Even though
I have bought two more flats
after this one, I love staying
here,” Sood concludes.=
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hoot Police, directed by
PawanKripalani, is a story
of two brothers. Their father was a renowned occultist,
Ullat Baba (SaurabhSachdeva),
who died when the boys were
small. As adults, they’ve carried
forward the family legacy, running
an exorcism venture named Ullat
Baba and Sons, A to Z Totka Centre. The younger brother, Chiraunji (ArjunKapoor), is sincere
and ambitious, hoping to do some
impressive paranormal investigation. But the elder one, Vibhooti
(Saif Ali Khan), is cunning and deceitful, who doesn’t believe in
ghosts. He is suspicious of his father’s reputation, too. This yinyang nature of the brothers

complements this similarly bipolar movie, a horror comedy.
It’s not consistently hilarious at
the start, or at any point, but its
pleasant silliness – especially in political digs – keeps the story afloat.
One of the mantras chanted by the
brothers during an early spiritual
offering is “ArogyaSetuam”. In the
same scene, Vibhooti tells the father of a girl possessed by a ghost
that only a PhD degree can save
her. Why? Because, well, “Betipadhao, betibachao”. When a villager is relieving himself in the
toilet, his wife, keeping a guard
outside for the fear of a ghost attack, asks him, referring to his
bowel movements, “How’s the
josh?” Later, explaining their fi-

nancial crunch, Vibhooti says,
“Our GDP is anyway down.” This
consistent commitment towards a
certain kind of humour made me
wonder whether the brothers represented ‘India’ – poor hustlers,
hungry to be successful, not shy of
a scam or two. Bhoot Police of
course didn’t go so far, but it’s
quite evident that the comedy
dominates the horror in this film
to a large extent and that it’s a selfaware piece that doesn’t take itself
too seriously.
When the brothers are at a ghost
carnival, a young woman, Maya
(YamiGautam), requests them to
solve a 27-year-old case left unfinished by their father. Her tea estate, near Dharamshala, has been
haunted by a ghost named
Kichkandi. And just like that,
they’re off with her in their van.
Like this convenient plot turn, Vibhooti and Chiraunji, who live in
what looks like Rajasthan, have no
convincing reason to talk in a
strange Bihari accent. Khan’s diction is particularly laboured. He
doesn’t sound – or sometimes
look – the part: love is “lau”, emotion is “emosan”, fraud is
“phraud”, the same old Bollywood
Bhojpuri. The rest of the film is set
in that tea estate, where the brothers meet Maya’s sister, Kanika
(Jacqueline Fernandez), the property manager, Hari (AmitMistry),
and the villagers. Unlike Maya,
Kanika is rude to Vibhooti and
Chiraunji, and wants to sell the estate and move to London. Devoid
of jokes for some time in the mid-
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dle, Bhoot Police goes through a
period of indifferent filmmaking.
For instance, the initial plot twist –
the identity of the ghost – is very
easy to spot (and I’m not even
good at such things).
It’s exacerbated by strange, misplaced references that make you
think about the brothers’ identities.
Vibhooti is reading Playboy in one
scene; in another, he says, “photobombing”. Because of such inconsistent writing, it’s difficult to get a
real sense of them. Towards the
two-third mark, after the predictable ‘twist’ is revealed, the film
leaves you with a vague feeling: that
it is better than middling but less
than good. And that is so because
it is not funny enough, and the limited humour undercuts the horror.

FILM Review
a little girl, present in few short
scenes before, becomes central to
the story. She is mute, her name is
Titliya, and Vibhooti sees her randomly and strikes conversations
with her. It’s only when he starts
figuring out the missing pieces, and
begins believing in ghosts, that this
movie takes an unexpected
poignant turn. The comedy takes
a backseat, though a few sporadic
jokes do induce chuckles, and
Bhoot Police becomes a story of
unfulfilled promises: from sons to
their father, from a mother to her
daughter. The horror, too, rises in
proportion (even though the film
is never really scary – and again, it
doesn’t take a lot to spook me).
The film doesn’t adopt sophisti-

cated storytelling tools at crucial
times – we get the main backstory
in an expositional heap, instead of
a slow and intriguing unravel – but
Kripalani’s commitment towards
finding a new film within a stale setup makes Bhoot Police fascinating
and surprising. It’s never easy to
balance tone in a genre like this –
where, say, the disturbing story of
a ravaged childhood sits close to
the funny fantasy of a local cop’s
revenge. Decades ago, Ullat Baba
made Inspector Chedilal (Javed
Jaffrey) marry a goat.
He now wants to kill his sons to
avenge his loss. Even if the individual elements, such as horror and
comedy, don’t always fire, the film
is never jarring. It is in fact a pleasant change from the loud and bullying brand of mainstream Hindi
cinema that has increasingly become the norm these days.Khan
and Kapoor make an unlikely pair,
and they complement each other’s
contrasting energies.
But the actresses, or the reliable
Mistry, don’t have much to do.
Khan is at ease throughout the
film, cracking some terrific jokes
with an infectious self-aware glee,
but he tries hard, a bit too hard, to
be funny in the climax, diluting the
film’s new sense of purpose. Yet
these distractions are not big
enough to taint the ‘real climax’:
one that is carefully hidden, sincere, and heartfelt. In a film about
ghosts and ghostbusters, the show
stealer turns out to be a little girl –
and she does so without a line of
dialogue.=
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Battling with PCOS/PCOD

P

olycystic ovary syndrome
(PCOS) or Polycystic ovarian disease (PCOD) is a
hormonal imbalance disorder. As
per the results of a recent countrywide survey, close to 16 per cent
women in the age-group of 20 to
29
years
suffer
from
PCOS/PCOD. It is typically earmarked by irregular periods or by
no menstruation at all. In this condition, women typically have multiple cysts in their ovaries that are
caused by an overproduction of
hormones called androgens. As a
result, many are overweight and
develop associated complications.
Lifestyle changes and dietary modifications can play a major role in
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dealing with this hormonal disorder and in losing weight. If the
symptoms are not controlled, the
risk for heart disease, Endometrial
cancer, Type 2 diabetes (T2D),
and high blood pressure increases.
It affects the woman’s fertility and
can cause complications during
pregnancy.
Many women with PCOS or
PCOD have been able to manage
their symptoms and reduce the
risk of associated medical issues by
modifying their diet and lifestyle
choices. These simple lifestyle
tweaks can improve your overall
health while reducing the anxiety
that can significantly impact one’s
ability to conceive.

Here are some superfoods for
PCOS/PCOD women should include as a part of their diet:

Leafy greens
Women must include at least one-two
servings of nutritious
leafy green vegetables
in their diets. Not only
are these healthy, but
they are also rich in vitamin
B. It is an important nutrient that
supports fertility by regulating ovulation, insulin control, and regularising blood flow in the body.
Hence, a high intake of vitamin B
can help in managing the symptoms associated with PCOS.

Berries

These contain soluble
and insoluble fibres that
slow down the absorption
of fat and sugars in the
body. Oats also contain vitamin B which helps in increasing the production of
progesterone hormone.
The zinc in oats can benefit
hair growth while reversing
PCOS. A healthy diet helps to reduce the risk or impact of heart disease. Women who follow a low-carbohydrate or a low-GI diet have
improved insulin metabolism and lower cholesterol levels.
Weight loss or weight management will help to manage the side
effects of PCOS. In addition, women with PCOS/PCOD must seek
medical advice, especially if they are taking fertility supplements to
compensate for the nutrients missing from their daily diet. Women
dealing with PCOS/PCOD often find it challenging to keep stress at
bay. But long-term stress can have a negative impact on hormones
and fertility. However, there are multiple researches that show a link
between high stress and infertility. High levels of stress trigger the release of the hormone, cortisol. To more effectively manage stress, affected women can practice meditation, exercise, yoga, or try
counselling.=

Omega-3
It is an important nutrient that can help in correcting hormonal imbalances. Certain fishes like salmon and sardine
are rich in omega-3. It also helps to control stress levels
and reduce inflammation that may cause uncontrolled
weight gain. If these fishes
are not available,
fish oil supplements can be
taken. Vegetarians can
opt for flax
seeds
or
walnuts with
yoghurt or
smoothies.
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Berries are extremely beneficial for patients with PCOS as
they are filled with antioxidants
that may help reduce oxidative
stress. Berries contain polyphenols, wzhich have been shown to
help in the management of
weight, diabetes, and indigestion.
A mix of strawberries, blueberries can be consumed with yoghurt for additional benefits.

Legumes
These nutrient-dense chickpeas, beans, lentils, peas, and soybeans are loaded with
fibre and protein with
zero
cholesterol.
Legumes are beneficial for diabetes management because of
their low glycemic
index, which leads to
a low rise in blood
sugar after consumption. Additionally,
they are also rich in
proteins and can be
taken by themselves,
as a side dish with salads, wraps, or tacos.

